
PHIL 102: ETHICS 
Spring 2018   
MTWR: 9 – 9:50 
Room: TBA 
Instructor: Martina Ferrari 

Office Hours: Wednesdays 10:00-12:00  
& by appt. 
Office: Susan Campbell Hall 232 
email: mferrar2@uoregon.edu 

 

Course Description: Most people understand ethical theory as 
concerned primarily with questions about conduct: What to do, how to 
act, and why. Contemporary accounts have been largely divided 
between those that take results or consequences as central (and 
concepts of “good” and “bad” as primary) and those that take 
intentions, principles, and the kind of act as most important (and the 
concepts of “right,” “wrong,” and “obligation” as primary). We will 
examine these ethical theories with the aim of providing students the 
tools necessary to figure out, over the course of their lives, not just 
proper acting and sound thinking, but what it means to “live a good 
life.” We will first focus on the divergent modern theories of David 
Hume and Immanuel Kant, giving particular attention to Kant’s 
approach, which remains today the privileged moral framework in the 
West. In the second part of the course, through an examination of 

Arendt’s reflections on the ethical crisis occasioned by the Holocaust and the complexity of “free speech,” we 
will consider the limitations and enduring value of this theory. We thoroughly examine the extent to which we 
are complicit is evils perpetrated by the our culture’s institutions. In the third and last part of this course, we will 
study other approaches to ethics that have gained prominence during the second half of the 20th century. We will 
discuss Virtue Ethics, by reading the work of its founder, Aristotle, and its adaptation by feminist scholars; 
approaches that focus on the character of individuals, the circumstances in which they are embedded, and 
emphasize care as a central virtue. Another approach we will consider traces the development of moral principles 
throughout the course of history and cultures, reflecting on the dangers that “morality” poses to ethical thinking.  

 
Required Texts 
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics (Hackett) 2nd Edition.  
Immanuel Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals (Hackett) 
Additional Reading will be made available to students on Canvas 
 
Course Goals:  

• Develop intellectual generosity and critical skills 
• Develop clarity in expression (both written and verbal expression) and rigor in argument 
• Gain exposure to philosophy and its approach to questions of love and sex  
• Develop critical ways of reflecting on gender, love, and sexuality 
• Become a better writer and a thoughtful thinker 

 
Course Requirements 
 
Written Work: 
 
There will be weekly in-class quizzes or take-home writing assignments of 1-2 pages in length that will involve 
answering questions on the week’s reading assignments. For this class, you will have a midterm and a final paper, 



of 5 pages in length. In preparation to the midterm and final papers, you will have an in-class, graded writing 
workshop. All work must be turned in on time. A handout that details expectations for writing for this course, 
the policy on rewritten work, and grading guidelines, will be available on Canvas. Students will be strictly held to 
the standards of academic conduct specified in the University’s Student Conduct Code. Academic dishonesty of 
any sort will not be tolerated. The knowing or careless submission of another person’s work as your own is a 
serious infraction. Please see me or consult the Code of Academic Integrity if you have questions about the 
academic violations described in the code 
(http://uodos.uoregon.edu/StudentConductandCommunityStandards/StudentConductCode.aspx) 

• In-class/take-home quizzes/response papers (4%x10=40%): There will be 10 (one per week) quiz or 1-2 
pages in length response papers. The quiz is self-explanatory. Per the response paper—you will be expected 
to address the question(s) that I will assign in class. Since these are short papers, do not summarize or re-state 
arguments and events in the reading. Assume the audience is familiar with the text and move directly to 
answering the prompt. Each quiz/response paper is worth 4% of your grade, for a total of 40% of your final 
grade. A hard copy of the paper should be turned in at the beginning of class every Thursday.  
 No late/make-up papers are accepted. 
 

• Midterm Paper (20%): For this class, you will have a midterm paper of 5 pages in length. The midterm 
paper is due on May 6 at the beginning of class. An electronic copy of the papers should be submitted on 
Canvas. Essay topics will be provided prior to the paper’s due date. 
o Workshops: Successfully writing your paper entails writing and bringing to class a copy of your rough 

draft of your midterm paper on 5/3. By rough draft I do NOT mean an outline of your paper, but a 
completed version of what will become your midterm paper. You will use the copy to write notes, 
comments, and feedback that your classmates will provide you upon reading and commenting on your 
work. You will then take the paper home and further work on it prior to turning in the final version of 
your paper the following week.  

 
• Final Paper (25%): The final paper will be 5 pages in length. It will be due on June 11, no later than 11:59 

pm. Papers should be submitted on Canvas. Essay topics will be provided a week prior to the paper’s due 
date. Alternatively, you can develop your own topic. You need to seek my approval in order to do so.  
o Workshops: Successfully writing your paper entails writing and bringing to class a copy of your rough 

draft of your midterm paper on 6/8. By rough draft I do NOT mean an outline of your paper, but a 
completed version of what will become your midterm paper. You will use the copy to write notes, 
comments, and feedback that your classmates will provide you upon reading and commenting on your 
work. You will then take the paper home and further work on it prior to turning in the final version of 
your paper the following week.  

 
 Late midterm and final papers are penalized one letter grade for every day the paper is late.  
 Participating in the writing workshops (which entails providing and incorporating feedback into your final 

work) is necessary to get full credit for on your midterm paper.    
 
Participation & Attendance: 

Your written work for the class is the space for presenting well-thought-out analysis and response. Class 
discussion will be your forum for trying out and experimenting with new ideas, old ideas, and working 
through the material in the reading.  

• Participation and Attendance (15%): I expect you to be prepared each day to 1) discuss the 
reading, 2) ask questions about its meaning and merit, 3) help others find the answers, 4) discern 
presuppositions, 5) trace consequences, 6) reconstruct arguments, and 7) evaluate strengths and 



weaknesses of positions. 
 

• Needless to say, good participation presupposes attendance. Participation is not a function of 
quantity, but it does require presence in body and spirit. Therefore, your participation grade will be 
determined both by your attendance of class, together with your participation.  

• You have up to 3 unexcused absences. You do not need to alert when you plan to use your 
“freebie.” After the 3rd unexcused absence your participation grade will be reduced of a letter grade 
every class you miss. 

In-class quizzes & take-home responses: 40% 
(4%x10) 
Midterm Paper: 20%   

  
Final paper 25% 
Participation: 19%

 
Grading Criteria:  
 
To do excellent work on the papers in this course, you need to be able to do more than just reiterate what various 
authors have said in your reading or what was said in class.  An “A” indicates that you not only understand and 
comprehend the material, but that you have thought critically about it, fully fleshing out its subtleties and implications 
so that you can creatively apply the material at many levels.  A “B” reflects an above-average understanding of the 
material without any major errors; however, “B” work doesn't capture the complexity of the issues and tends to 
accurately summarize what has been read or said in class.  A “C” suggests a struggle with the material that manages an 
average, basic comprehension of it but is flawed by some significant misunderstandings or errors.  A “D” indicates 
only a rudimentary comprehension of part of the material with most of the material being misunderstood.  An “F” 
indicates no understanding of the material.  

 
Grades on papers and exams will be given on the standard 0-100 point grading scale: 
 
100-97:  A+ 
96-93:  A 
92-90:  A- 
89-87:  B+ 

86-83:  B 
82-80:     B- 
79-77:  C+ 
76-73:  C 

72-70:    C- 
69-60:  D 
59-0:   F 

 
Additional Course Policies: 

 
• Incompletes and extensions will be given only in the event of documented emergencies. 
• No Electronics. If I warn you to put an electronic device way, expect it to reflect on your grade. If I have to 

warn you a second time, I will ask for you to leave and/or you will be marked absent for the day.  
• Emergencies:  In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines and grading 

percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised semester calendar or other 
circumstances. 

• Sexual Violence: The UO is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and 
sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence and gender-based stalking. If you 
(or someone you know) has experienced or experiences gender-based violence (intimate partner violence, 
attempted or completed sexual assault, harassment, coercion, stalking, etc.), know that you are not alone. UO 
has staff members trained to support survivors in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling 
services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more.  
 



Since September 2018, graduate students are no longer considered mandatory reporters, but “Student-
Directed Employees.” This means that, if desired, you can seek resources, information, and support without 
the obligation, on the part of the graduate student, to report the incident.  
 
If you wish to speak to someone confidentially, you can call 541-346-SAFE, UO’s 24h hotline, to be 
connected to a confidential counselor to discuss your options, visit the SAFE website at 
www.safe.uoregon.edu, or visit the UO Counseling Center. 

 
• Accessibility: If you have a documented disability, please contact me in advance. If you need 

accommodations in this class, I will work with the Accessible Education Center to find a solution for you.  
• Academic Honesty: There will be zero tolerance for plagiarism in this course. Plagiarized papers will receive 

a 0, the student will automatically fail the course, and their name will be handed given to the university 
authorities.  For more on the University of Oregon policy on plagiarism, see the following website: 
http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/ 
In order to avoid plagiarizing from a source, both direct quotations and paraphrases or summaries of 
material found in traditional print media or on the internet must be acknowledged. If you have any questions 
about how this definition will be interpreted, please do not hesitate to discuss the matter with me.  

*** I will do my best to create a productive environment and inspire free thinking throughout the course. I will treat everyone fairly 
and with respect. In return, I expect you to do your best and treat everyone with respect. I want all of us to hold each other 
accountable. For this, communication is the key. Please come and talk to me if anything is bothering you. The subject matter will at 
times be sensitive and the discussions may be heated – and this is quite alright, as long as we don’t stop communicating. We shall 
build our classroom community together and contribute in our own unique way. 

Schedule of Reading Assignments  
 
Class schedule and readings are subject to revision. You will be notified ahead of time if and when this 
happens. (If there is anything you find pertinent to this class or the topics we discuss – readings, videos, images, 
etc. contact me about including it in our schedule).  
 
Week 1 – Hellenistic Philosophy 
4/2: Class Cancelled 
4/3: Online class: Smith and Aaker, “In 2017, Pursue Meaning Instead of Happiness,” 

http://nymag.com/scienceofus/2016/12/in-2017-pursue-meaning-instead-of-happiness.html 
4/4: Introduction  
4/5: Hellenistic (Hedonism) – Epicurus selections from Principle Doctrines; Letter to Menoeceus (Canvas) (4) 
 
 ** For this Week Only: Turn in the Response Paper on Friday (4/6) by 10 am on Canvas 
 
Question for response paper: 
What is the linchpin of Epicurus’ formulation of morality? More specifically, why is the removal of pain and fear 
such as the fear of death a necessary step toward the attainment of happiness? In your answer discuss, as an 
example, why Epicurus thinks that justice and, more broadly, respecting the legal code is conducive to happiness. 
 
Week 2 - Utilitarianism 
4/9: Hellenistic (Stoicism) – Epictetus, The Enchiridion (Canvas) (9) 
Last day to drop w/out a “w” 
4/10: Hume’s Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals I, pp. 1-16 (Canvas) 
4/11: Hume’s Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals I, pp. 16-28 (Canvas) 

http://www.safe.uoregon.edu/
http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/
http://nymag.com/scienceofus/2016/12/in-2017-pursue-meaning-instead-of-happiness.html


 Recommended: Mill’s On Utilitarianism (Canvas) 
Last day to add classes 
4/12: Wrap up discussion of material & class discussions  
 
Week 3 - Deontology 
4/16: Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, Preface (5); Begin reading Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of 

Morals, Chapter I  
4/17: Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, Chapter I (11) 
4/18: Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, Chapter II, to p. 34 (Hackett: end of 426) (16) 
4/19: Wrap up discussion of material & Class discussions of Crimes and Misdemeanors 

Homework for today: Watch Crimes and Misdemeanors 
 
Week 4 – Crisis of Deontology 
4/23: Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, Chapter II, pp. 34-44 (Hackett: 427-437) (10) 
4/24: Larissa MacFarquhar, “The Kindest Cut” (Canvas) (12) 
4/25: Arendt, Total Domination (Canvas) (22) 
4/26: Arendt, Total Domination (Canvas), continued 
  
Week 5 – Free Speech 
4/30: Mills, “Of the Liberty of Thought and Discussion,” from On Liberty (Canvas) (13) 
5/1: MacKinnon, “Pornography, Civil Rights, and Speech” (Canvas) (10) 
5/2: Corvino, “Drawing a Line in the ‘Gay Wedding Cake’ Case,” The New York Times, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/27/opinion/gay-wedding-cake.html 
5/3: Writing Workshop: bring to class a copy of your paper  
 
5/6: MIDTERM PAPER DUE at 11:59pm (5 pages) 
 
Week 6 – Grey Zones & Complicity in Structural Oppression 
5/7: Card, “Complicity in Structural Evils” (Canvas) (25) 

Recommended: Card, “Inexcusable Wrongs” (Canvas) (35)  
5/8: Card, continued 
5/9: Runyowa, “Microaggressions Matter,” The Atlantic, 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/09/microaggressions-matter/406090/ 
5/10: Alcoff, “Sotomayor’s Reasoning” (Canvas) (13) 

Take the test: https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/user/agg/blindspot/tablet.htm (5 min) 
 
Week 7 – Racial (In)Justice 
5/14: Du Bois, from The Soul of Black Folks (Canvas) (8) 
5/15: Baldwin, “Letter to my Nephew,” The Fire Next Time (Canvas) (11) 
5/16: King, Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/1963/08/martin-luther-kings-letter-from-birmingham-
jail/274668/ 

5/17: Yancy & Butler, “Black Lives Matter” (Canvas) (9) 
 
5/20: last day to withdraw from class 
 
Week 8 – Virtue Ethics 
5/21: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book I 
5/22: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Books II & III 
5/23: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book VII 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/27/opinion/gay-wedding-cake.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/09/microaggressions-matter/406090/
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/user/agg/blindspot/tablet.htm
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/1963/08/martin-luther-kings-letter-from-birmingham-jail/274668/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/1963/08/martin-luther-kings-letter-from-birmingham-jail/274668/


Recommended: Hurtshouse, “Virtue Theory and Abortion” 
5/24: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics Book X  
 
 
Week 9 – Care Ethics 
5/28: Held, “The Caring Person” (Canvas) (9) 
5/29: Gilligan, “In a Different Voice: Women’s Conception of Self and Morality” (Canvas) 
5/30: Gilligan, continued 
5/31: Wrap up discussion of material & Class discussions + La Historia Oficial 

Homework for today: Watch La Historia Oficial 
 
Week 10 – Genealogy and Critique of Values 
6/4: No Class -  Memorial Day Holiday  
6/5: Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morality, Preface (Canvas) 
6/6: Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morality, Essay I (Canvas) 
6/7: Last day of class. Writing Workshop 
 Bring to class a copy of your paper  
 
6/11: FINAL PAPER DUE at 11:59 (5 PAGES).  


